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a MR. WHITE: Gentlemen, I apolegize for being late 
7 I appreciate your indulgence. | | | | 

7 a I weuld like to introduce and to welcome to our 

meeting today Mr. Chow Tien Kou, who is Chiefosr the First 

Department of the Government Information Office of the 


Republic of China. : | _ 
τ am very happy to have you here today, sir. 
We have two releases put oub earlier. The first, 
No. 582, "Remarks by W. Michael Blumenthal, Deputy | | 
Assistant Secretary of ‘State for Eoonomi.c Affairs, befere 
᾿ a Meeting of the Coumerse and Industry Association of New 
This was delivered at di: 300 this morning. 


No. 584, the announcement ‘by the Acti 


York, Ine." 
| Secondly: 

Secretary teday of the apyintment of Mr. Allan Robbins, 

R-2-b-b=1-n-s, as Special assistant for. Internataonal ᾿ 


Business, in one Office of the ‘Under Secretary. 


[Please vefer to Press ase Nos. 582 and 588, 


.beth dted September 26 1962 


-- 


: I would also like te tell you that Governor 
Harriman 18. giving an extemporaneous informal talk before 
ὁ the Japan-American Society, at 12: 130, at the Natdonal Press 


Club. There will be no ‘text, but ἃ tape of the talk will 
‘be available later in our office for anyone | whe wants to 


| hear Lhe play pack. — 


‘constructed in Cuba, with Cuban manpower and materials, 


items from the Soviet Union. 


“will provide plans, technicians, and equipment, and will 1 
use the port 68 facilitate the operations of the Ssviet 
fishing fleet in the Atlantic area, | 


Now I will anticipate your question by saying 
that: At present, our information with respect to the — 
construction of a fishing port in Cuba 18 limited to & 
statement made yesterday by Fidel Castro, during the. 
televised ceremony of the s igning of a fishing agreement 
between Cuba and the Soviet Union. 


_ According to Castro, a fishing port wild be 


for which Cuba will receive about 12 miiiion | Pesos in. food 


The Soviet Union, according to this announcement, 


_ Any activity or the Soviet Union in Cuba ‘48 a 
matter of concern to the United States. This latest 
Sovlet attempt to increase its Anvolvement in Cuba will be 
watched closely by the United States Government to determi 
whether and to what extent it may affect-- 

Q talka little shower. ~-wnether-- | 


A -swhether ana to what extent it may ‘affect 
our national security. 


Now. the only thing I could add to that, I would 
de on 8 strictly BACKGROUND basis, which is that: 12, 
indeed, this does involve only a fishing port, Castro 
seems to be playing this up as a further contribution by 
the Soviets to ‘shoring up the Sagging Cuban economy. 

| Q ᾿ς Shoring up? | | | 
7" ‘Shoffing up the sagging Cuban economy. 

It appears, at first glance, that when under way 
this operation may make a small contribution in this” 
direction. However, it is important to note. that 8 fish- 
ing port, constructed for the purposes announced, will giv 
tise Soviets. a chance to compete more favorably with fish- 
ing fleets which have traditionally fished these waters. 

Aside from the United States, I refer primarily 
to Mexico and other gulf and Caribbean countries. 

In summary: | | 
Q 18 this stall BACKGROUND? "In summary :"9 

A ‘Yes. 7 

In summary : ‘This is further evidence of Soviet 
exploit tation of tne Cuban people, and in the direction of 
injuring the interests of neighboraing countries. 
| “That!s 811. 1 have. ee 

Q Would you repeat that last sentence, please | 
‘And in the direction of what? ee | 
A (ofr injuring the ‘interests-- 


4 
Q  --further evidence of Soviet exploitation 
of the Cuban people? 
| A That's: right. 
And-- a 
And in the direction-- 


Q 
A | 
Q sof injuring the interests-- 
A 


" prt Anjuring the in’ -erests of neighboring , , 
countries. sd . ᾿ , σ i rae MITES δὰ ὦ TK. SPE a a i ott 


| foi ‘ 
ry a pa ae ek Me fh 


“6 I don't-=— ce Ὀυ18 yor consider putting ᾿ 


your final patkground comment on ‘the record? | 
A No, sir. The statement. L made on the 

record I will Just stand on that. ‘These are further 
thoughts with the limited information that we have at this 
point. ΝΕ ΝΙΝ ΝΙΝ 

ἑ Q your general comment Suggests sort of an 
assumption that this may very well be a fishing port. Is 
that. correct? | | 
A No. We add to that: this latest attempt 
on the part of the Soviet Union to increase its involvement 
in cuba will be watched closely by the US to determine _ 
whether and ts what extent it may affect our national 
security. 7 | | | | 
_ Q How do you foresee that this will injure? 
A We are taking no remarks by the Cuban dicta or 


δῦ their ‘face value. 


Is this BACKGROUND, Linc, or-~- 
Pardon. — ae 


Is this BACKGROUND, or regular? 


> © > O 


Yes. | | 

| Q Line, the Castro speech I don't believe 

said exactly where the port is going to be. Does the. 
state Department have. any informatio which indicates 
where this port May be? 

OA The only report I havee-and, again, 1 had 
better do this BACKGROUND because I am not sure of it, — 
and I don't want it held to me or to the Department--was 
that the Soviet (what his title 18) Minister of Fisheries 
or something of the sort--that, thia same ‘TV program indi- 
sated (af it did not say flatly) that it would be at 
Havana. 

Q Mr. White, has Mexico or other Caribbean 
countries--have they indicated in which way would their 
interests be injured by this port? | 

A 10 18 a pure matter of nathenatios. There 
are so many fish in these waters. A large Soviet fleet, 
estimated at some 600 trawlers, will obviously cut into 
that take. ΕΝ 

ἑ Q wnat is the basis-- 
8 That. 48 tae estimate of soviet trawlers 


operating in the Atlantic, or what is at? 


» & 


ing around New Foundland? I am asking because you men-= 


tioned fishing in the Caribbean waters. 


A 


estimate of the over-all fleet currently fishing in Atlant 


waters, from New Foundland down into the gulf. 


Q 


A 


Α 
idea? | 


A 


statistics. Mexico has quite a large fishing fleet. ‘The 


to their economy. 


‘fishing trawler operating, say, east of Teland, in that 


a rea-=the eastern Atlantic? 7 


A 
Q 


on this base? 


A 


| Are you | still on BACKGROUND on. the ‘600? : 


It is on the western gide of the atlantic? 
‘Yes. 


What is the number of other nations? Any 
I dontt. I am sorry. I don't have the 


Caribbean islands have smaller but important fishing fleets) 


No. No, no. 


ves. 


Yes. 


Would those inelude the ones that are fish- 


Well, the estimate ‘nat I give you is the 7 


Linc, the 600 | would not include any Russian 


Do you know whether or not work has started 


I do not, Jonn. | 
Linc, | 1... | 


Τ᾽ 
A I think, again quoting (and don't hold me 
to quoting precisely )--but the indication of the Soviet ᾿ 
‘Minister of Fisheries, if I give him his correct title, 
was that they hope to complete this port by 1965, and 
expressed the wish that it could be completed earlier, 7 
| Qo is it the expectation that. tnis port will 
attract more Soviet trawlers than 609? | | 
A well, I don't want to breathe on any | 
crystal balls at this point. You can reat assured that 
this will be closely watched by the United States Govern 
ment. | | | | " 
Q Linc, another BACKGROUND question: If the 
Soviet Union does increase its. competitive operations in 
‘the fishing industry in this area, would this violate 
anything? Would this violate Us. or Inter-American 
fishing agreements? β 
AD Ién't want to. say, but 1 am simply saying 
that the affect of the act-- 

ΝΕ ς Well, are these international fisheries 
agreements? “They are all Je t bilaterals, are n't they? 
or 18 there any. multilateral fishery agreement? Ν᾿ 
A I am sure there are multilateral agreements 
‘Iney. But L do not know whether they define areas in | 
which countries fish. ‘there are traditional areas ‘where-- 


perhaps not under international law, but under common 


8 
practice--these fleets are the primary ones in there. | 
Q = Lane, could you tell us BAUKGROUND, the 
degree of concern on the part of the United States Gov ern- 
ment that this fishing port will--— 
A Noy I dont want to again breathe on crysta 
balls in this direction. As i say here: Any activity 
of the Soviet Union in Cuba, given the circumstances under 
which the Cuban people have absolutely no voice in’ their 
destiny today, is. of concern to the United States Govern~— 


ment. | 
Q I was going to say on the degree of concern 
that this may be merely a mask for a naval base, or some sort 
fa military base for the Soviet Union. : | 
A Nothing 4s ruled out. This is a matter whith, 
as I say, will be very closely watched. | 
8 Does the United States consider at the 
present moment that the Soviet fishing trawlers: can be a 
menace to American security? OB 
A That vemains to be seen, Mike. ᾿ 
Q So you do not exclude that the Soviet 
fishing trawlers can endanger the American : security? . 
A. re they were for fishing purposes only, 
ay answer might be different. Yes, they could be. | | 
ἊΝ Do you have inormation that they are snot | 


for fishing purposes only in the Atlantic? | 
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_tnfguiaation ὁ ‘On. a a reported new ‘buzzing: 


" παρε uae. ‘There 
yesterday. which was: protested : loca oe ee 
be protested locally, wot ee 
" F πο ΘῈ | Q.. ; there is : some comment. on: the Hi12 “tht 
morning, | voit tie possibility of add tng a: seaght, Ae age 
copys bo ea, Ropdiee ee Bh ens a, 
ban nevis " elause. to the resolution ‘on Cuba. ὅσαι 
: timer i have any comment‘ on that suggestion? ἢ 
‘not “‘f4lled in.on-that’ situation at Ὁ 
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